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production of minerals tends more and more to be spread all over the
world. As new discoveries are made, there is a strong tendency to con-
centrate on the best supplies, no matter where they may be located. These
are the ones that can be worked most profitably. Poorer deposits are
worked mainly when there is a shortage, or when prices are high for some
other reason. At the same time, the use of minerals tends to increase
more rapidly in the industrial sections than anywhere else. Hence as
time goes on those sections, together writh the oudying businesses which
they run, tend to use an ever-increasing percentage of the mineral wealth
of the world as a whole. Chicago, Detroit, New York, Boston, London,
Brussels, Essen, and Berlin use vasdy more coal, oil, iron, and copper in
proportion to their population than do Havana, Rio de Janeiro, Cairo,
Bombay, and Canton. They use a still greater proportion of the rarer
minerals such an antimony, bismuth, ruthenium, and colurnbium.
How Power May Be Obtained in the Future
In spite of all possible economies and inventions the time will surely
come when new sources of power will be needed. Man power and animal
power have long been insufficient. The space available for raising wood
decreases as the world's population becomes more dense. Coal and
petroleum are rapidly being exhausted. Among the sources of power
now used only the wind and running water can be counted on as perma-
nent sources of abundant power. It is estimated that when proper dams
and reservoirs are built the streams of the United States may possibly
supply more than 100 million horsepower. At present our factories and
transportation systems use more than 30 million horsepower; the heat
used in houses, and the power used on farms, in automobiles, and for
all manner of minor purposes probably brings the total up to 50 million.
Thus if the waterpower could all be utilized it would suffice for the
present, but our population is still growing, and the amount of power
needed per individual is increasing by leaps and bounds. Hence if we
have 175 million people in 1970, we shall probably need much more than
100 million horsepower for all purposes including heat and light. Similar
conditions will probably prevail in other countries. It is impossible to
predict what may happen if densely populated but backward countries
such as China and India begin to use power on a really large scale. It
seems probable, however, that, even when all the waterpower has been
harnessed, the world will ultimately need much additional power to heat
houses, cook food, carry on industries, and keep transportation systems
in operation.
Part of this can perhaps be obtained from the wind, but the greatest

